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57th CoNGRESii, / HOUSE OF REPJtlESENTATlVElS. J Document 
1st Session, j 1 No. 605. 



MOUNTAIN MEADOW MASSACRE. 



Congress of the UNin r) Statfs, 

In the House 0£ Kecrksemtatives, 

May 10, 1909, 

itaiolved, That there be printeil a Home dooament 5,000 copies of the Spcrial 
Report of the Mountain Meadow Massacre, as compiled by J. H. CBrletoii) bxevet 
major, United Statt^ Army, captain, First Dragoons. 

Attest: A McDowell, 

CUrk, 



SPBOIAIi BEPOBT OF THE VOTJITTAJN MEADOW KABBAOBS, B7 
jr. fi. jJABIiSTOV, BBEVET KAJOB, UNITED BTATE8 ABKY, OAP- 
TAINrtatBT DSbAGOONS. 



Camp at Mountain Meadows, 

Utah Territory^ May 1869, 
Major: When I left Los Angele.s. the 23d ultimo. General Clarke, 

oommanding the Department ot California, directed me to bury the 
bones of tlie victims of that tei i'i^)le massacre which took place on this 
groimd in September, 1857. The fact of this massacre of (in my 
opinion) at least 120 men, women, and children, who were on their 
way from the State of Arkansas to California, has long been well 
known. 1 have endeavored to learn the circumstances attending it, 
and have the honor to submit the following as the result of my 
inmiiries on this point: 

Dr. Brewer, United States Army, whom I met with Captain Camp- 
belPs command on the Santu Clara River on the 15th instant, informed 
me that as he was o-oinjr up the Phitte Hiver on the 11th of Juno. 1857, 
he passed a train of em i tenants near O'Fallons Bluffs. The train was 
called *^ Perkins's tmin,'' a nmn named Perkins, who had previously 
1t)eeu to California, having charge of it as conductor; that he after- 
wards saw the train frequently; the last time he saw it was at Ash 
Hollow, on the North Fork of the Platte. 

The Doctor says the train consisted of, say, 40 wagons. There w©re 
a few tents besides, which the emigrants used in addition to these 
wagons when they encamped. There seemed to be about 40 heads of 
families, many women, some unniarri(»(l. Mnd many children. A dortor 
accompanied theui. The train seemed to consist of respectable people, 
well to do in the world. Thev were well dressed, were quiet, orderly, 
genteel; had ine stock; had three carriages along, and other evidences 
which went to show that this was one of the finest trains that had been 
seen to cross the plains. It was so remarked upon by the officers who 
were with the doctor at that time. From reports afterwards received, 
and comparing the dntes with the probable rate of travel, he believed 
this was the identical train which was destroyed at Mountain Meadows. 
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I could gel no mformation of these emigrants of a date antenor to 

this. Here seeni^ to be given the first Hniip^n of their number, 
character, and condition; and an autbcntif trlinipse, too, if the train 
destroyed was the one seen by the doctor, of which there can hardly 
be a doubt. The doctor wa^ contirined in his belief that the train he 
saw was the one destroyed, by many reasons. Among them one fact 
seemed to be very convincing. He observed a carriage in the train in 
which some ladies rode, to whom he made one or more wits as they 
journeyed along-. There was something' peculiar in the construction 
of the carriage and it.s oi-naments — its blazoned stntr's hoad upon the 
panels, etc. This carriage, he says, is now in the possession of the 
Mormons. Besides, he afterwards heard as a fact that this train had 
been entirely destroyed. 

The people who owned it would not hare been likely to sell such an 
important part of their means of transportation midway tli< ir journey. 

The roaa upon which these emigrants were seen by Dr. Brewer 
crosses the Rocky Mountains through the South Pass, and thence goes 
on down into the Great Basin to Salt Lake City, and thence southward 
along the western base of the Wahsatxjh Mountains to w hat is called 
the rim of the basin. Here the ^'divide" is crossed, when it descends 
upon the valley of the Santa Clara affluent toward the Colorado, fill- 
more City is upon one of the many streams which run westward down 
fi*om the Wahsatch Mountains into the basin. It is about 140 miles 
from Salt Lake City; then upon another stream. 90 miles farther south, 
is Parowan City; then upon still another stieHiu, miles south of • 
Parowaii, i-^ Cedar City; tnen to a settlement on Pinto Creek is 24 miles; 
thence to Ilamblin's house, on the northern slope of the Mountain 
Meadows, 6 miles. 

From Hamblin's house over the rim of the basin to the southern 
point of the Mountain Meadows, where there is a lar^e springy, is 4 
miles 1,000 yards. This swell of land or watershed, called the rim of 
the l>asin, runs west across nearly midway the valley called tlie Moun- 
tain Meadows. This valley runs north and south; its northern port ion 
is drained toward the basin, its southern toward the Santa Clara. 
Down on the Santa Clara is a Mormon settlement called ^^The Fort." 
Here some 30 families reside. It is 34 miles from Mountain M( ado ws. 
East of Cedar City, say 18 miles, on the east slope of the Wahsatch 
Kant^e, drained b^- Virgin River, is the town of Harmony, of 100 
families; and farther down the Virgin River, 1*2 miles from "The 
Fort," on the Santa Clara, is Washington City, also of 100 families. 
The Santa Clara joins the Virgin Elver near Washington City. 

The Fbh Vent Indians live near Fillmore City. The Fah Ute 
Indians are scattered alonfi^ from Parowan southward to the Colomdo. 

The train of emigi-ants proceeding southward from Fillmore City 
toward the Mountain Meadows arc next seen, so far as my inquiries 
go, by a Mr. Jacob Haniblin, a leading Mormon, who has r harge of 

The Fort," on the Santa Clara, and resides there in the winter season, 
but who has a cattle ranch and a house, where he lives in the summer 
time, at the Mountain Meadows. I here give what he said, and which 
I wrote down, sentence by sentence, as he related it He told me he 
had giiren the same information to Judge Cradlebaugh. 

About the middle of August, 1857, 1 started on a visit to Great Salt Lake City. At 

Com Creek, 8 rni'p^ Fouih of Fillnidre City, I encamped with a train of einigranta 
who said they were mo^^tly from Arkansas. There werte, in my opinion, not over 30 
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wagons. There were several tents, and they had from 400 to 500 head of homed 
cattle, 26 head of hoFBes, and aome moleB. 

This information I got in conversation with one of the men of the train. The peo- 
ple seemed to be ordinary frontier '* homespun ' ' people, as a genemi thing. Some of 
the outsiders were rude and rough and calculated to get the ill will of the inhabit- 
ants. Several of the men a.«ke<l me ab6ut the condition of the road and tho tlispoai- 
tion of the Indians, and where there would be a good place to recruit their sUjck. 

I asked them how many men they had. They aaid they had between forty and 
fifty "that would do to tie to." I told them I consiiilered if tlie) would keep a good 
lookout that the Indians did not steal their animals half the number would be safe, 
and that the Mountain Meadows was the be»t noint to recruit their animals before 
they entered upon the desert I recommended this spring, and the grazing about 
heri\ 4 miles south of my house, as the place where they shonld stop. The most of 
these men seeme*! to have familit^ with them. They remarked that this one tiain was 
made up near Sah Lake City of several trains that had crossed the plains separately, 
ami. boing Soutliern i>eople, had j n-fiTred to take the .'Jouthem route. This was all 
of importance that i)a«.sed between us, and I went on niy journey and they proceeded 
on thdra. On my way back iiome» at FUknore Citv, X heard it said that that oom- 
pany— meanin^r the train referred to— had poisoned a small spring at Com Creek, 
where 1 had met them. 

There was aome considerable excitement about it among the citizens of Fillmore 
and amon^ the Pah- Vent Indians who live within H miles of that place. 1 was 
told that eighteen head of cattle had died from drinking the water; that six of the 
Pah-Yents had been poisoned from eating the iie^h of the cattle that died, and that 
one or two of these Indians had s^ died. Mr. Robins< )n . adtizen of Fillmore, whose 
son was buried the day I got there, said that the ]»<)> had been poisoned in "trying 
out" the tallow of the dead cattle. I am satintied that he believed wtuit he said 
about it I thov^ht at the time that the spring had been poisoned as stated. I 
encamped that night with a company ficmi Iron ('unnty, who told me that tlu* com- 
pany from Arkanwa had ail been killed off at Mountain Meadows except seventeen 
children. 

I afterwards met, between Beaver and Pine Creek, Colonel Daim, of Parowan, who 
confirmed what these people from Iron County had said. He further stated that the 
. Indians were collecting on the Muddy with a determination to "wipe out" another 
company of emigrants which was several <iays in rear of the first He mentioned 
that the Indians lia<l HUjiplied themselves with arms and ammunition from the train 
destroyed at the Meadows. After consulting with him he advised me to go forward 
and spare no pains in trying to prevent their carrying their ^ u {>ose into execntion, 
and he gave me an order to press into service any animal I miplit rr piire for that 
purpose. I got a horse at Beaver about 8 o'clock that evening, and the next even- 
ing at Pinto Creek, 83 miles distant, I met Mr. Dudley Leavett, from the settle- 
ments on the Santa Clara. 

I told him what I bad heard. He told me it was true, and that all the Indians in 
the southern country were greatlv excited and "all hell" < uld not atop them from 
killinff or from at least robbing the other train of its stock. He further stated that 
several interpreters from the Santa Clam had gone on with tins last train T inl ^ 
him to retum and get the b^t animal he could nnd at my ranch and go on as IahI as 
he could and endeayor to stop further misdiie! helng done. That if the Indians ran 
off the stock of the train, for nim.self and all the interpreters to ^'O and recover it^ if 
possible, and prevent further depredation. He left me under these instruetions. 

Tlienext morning, which, I think, was the 18th of September, 1857, I arrived at 
my ranch, 4 miles from the Meadows. Here I had left mv family. I found at the 
ranch three little white girls in the care of my wife, the oldest six or seven years of 
age, the next about three, and llie next about one. The younjjest had been shot 
through one of her &nm below the elbow by a large ball, bmking both bones and 
cutting the nrm h.ilf off. My wife liavinf' a yonng child of her own and th' sc three 
Uttle orphans I>e8ide8, my home appeared to be anything but cheerful. About 1 or 2 
o'clock that day I came down to the point where the massacre had taken place, in 
company with an Indian boy nam^ Albert, who had been brought up in my fannly. 

The bov told me that the inhabitants from Cedar City had come down and buried 
tile murd^ered people in three large h^ps, which he pointed out to me; the boy 
showed me two girls who had run some ways off before they were killed. The 
wo! res had dug open the heaps, dragged out tne bodies, and were then tearing the 
flesh from them. I counted nineteen wolves at one of these places. I l^ave since 
learned from TJeople who assisted in burying the bodies that there were 107 men, 
women, and children found dead up<m the ground. T am satisfied that all were not 
found. The most of the bodies were stripped of ail their clothing, were then in a 
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state of putrefaction, and presented a horrible flight. There WSB HO property left 
apon the ground except one white ox, which is still at my ranch. 

The following summer, when the bones had lost all their flesh, I reburied them, 
awisted by a Mr. Fuller. 

The Indians have often told me that they made an attack on the emigranta between 
daylight and t-unrise aa the men were standing around the camp fires, killing and 
wounding 15 at the fiist discharge, which was delivered from the ravine near the 
spring close to the wagons and from a hill to the ^\ est. Tliat the emigrants imme- 
diatef^ corralled their wagon and threw up an intrenclauent to shelter themselves 
from uie balls. When I first saw the ditch it was about 4 feet deep and the bank 
abont 2 feet high. The Indians say they t]ir>n run off the stock but kept parties 
at the spring to prevent the emigrants from setting to the water, the emigrants tiring 
upon them every time they showed themsSves, and they returning the fire. This 
was kept up for six or seven days. The Iiidjans say that they lost bat one man 
killed and three or four woundecT. 

At the end of six or seven days, thev say, a man among them who could talk Eng- 
lish called to the emigrants aud told them if they would go back to the settlements 
and leave all their projierty, especially their arms, they would spaYe their lives, but 
if they did not do so they would kill the whole of them. Ihe emigrants agreed to 
this and started back on the road to ai l my ranch. About a mile from the spring 
there are some scrub-oak bushes and tall sage growing on each side of the road an^ 
close to it. Here a large body of Indians lay in aiubu!?h, who, when the emigrants 
approached, fell upon them fai their defenseless condition and with bows and 
arrows and stones and guns and knives murderer! all, wiihont regard to sex or age, 
except a few infant children, seventeen of which have since been recovered. 

This is what the Indians told me nine days after the maasacro took place. Fkom 
the pdsition of tlie bodies this latter part of their story seems to be corroborated, and 
I should judge that the women and children were in advance of the men when the 
last attack upon them was made. When X hurried the bones last summer, I observed 
that about one-thiru of tlie skulls were shot through with huUetsand about one*tibird 
seemed to be broken in with stones. 

The train I sent Leavett to protect bad gotten as far as the canyon, 5 miles beyond 
the Muddy, wht n the Indians made a descent uj>oii its loose stock, driving off, as 
the immigrants have since paid, 280 head of cattle. I^eavett and the other interpret- 
ers recovered between 75 aiid iUU head, which were brought back to my ranch. Of 
these the Indians afterwards demanded and stole some 4m head, and Uust January I 
turned over to a Mr. Lane from California the balance. 

These are all the facts within my knowledge connected with the destruction of 
one and the passing along of the other of those two trains. 

This Jacob HambJin seems to be a man of considerable importance, 
and noted among the Mormons in this southern part of the Territory. 

He is about 60 years of age, and although with but little edocation, is 
a shrewd, intelligent, thinking man. Judge Cradlebangh, I heard, 
was of the opinion Hamblin was acting in good faith, and gave what 
he really believed wtis a true account of the maj^.sacre aiul of the Mor- 
mon part taken in it. Hamblin has two wives, one about 45 or 50 
years of age, a sister of a Mormon named Hiram Judd, who lives at 
Hambtin's house at the Mountain Meadows, and another wife of about 
18. M sister of the Dudley Leavett of whom he speaks. 

llanihlin is. and has for a long time been, Indian subagent for the 
Pah- Vies. He speaks their language well and has great influence with 
them. IIo told me the ( hurch haa granted him a piece of land iO 
miles s(iuare, which covers the whole of the Mountain Meadows — the 
best grazing tract in Utah Territory. It is ^uite a signiticant fact that 
this ranch whereon the massacre took pla<» is well stocked with cattle, 
among which the white ox is acknowledged to be. Mr. Hamblin and 
his story will be further considered upon at another place in this report. 
His eldest wife came to my camp and stayed there with her husband 
the night of the i9th instant. The next morning 1 wrote down, word 
by word as .^Le related it. her account of the massacre. Her hiisbaud 
took good care to he present at the time, and also took veiy good care 
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to give her occasional promptings, although it has been perceived be 
was at Salt Lake City when the tacts sbe related occurred. Her story 
was as foHowd: 

1 was residini; 4 miles north of this spring at the ranch in the fall of 1857. Far! v 
in September of that year, about the Ist^ a large train oi wagons— I could not tell 
exactly how many; tnink about 50— pftseed by onr hoose. None of the people 
stopped. There may have been a man who came and inquired the wav to the spring; 
it was about noon. *The next mornino; a man came back from the tram to the house 
to see if I could sell him some butter and cheese. I had none and he 8taye<i but a 
abort time, saying his people had camped at the spring, where they would stay a wliile 
to recruit their stock. I heard no more about tne people of the train until Monday 
morning before daylight, M'hen I heard a great number of guns firing at this spring. 
This firing was kept up until after daylight, all of half an hour, when it ceased. £ 
did not he^r any more gnna until evening, after dusk, when the firing again began, 
but not so rapidly as before. 

This lastea, say , fifteen minutes, and I think there were some shots fired diu-ing 
the night. Sometimes I could not hear tliein so plainly as at others, ov. inp to chang- 
ing winds. After the firing of the first morning, some wfiite men came to our house 
«aa said that the Indians had attacked the train because the emigrants had poisoned 
a spring near Fillmore. There w as but one man about our hoa^^e. His name was 
David Tullis. He is an EngUshman and now lives at "The Fort" on the Santa 
Clara. There was an Indian boy, Albert. Tullis was henling the cattle and Albert 
tiie sheep. The white men who stopped at our house and told us about the excite- 
ment among the Indians said they haa been here at the spring and tried to stop the 
fighting, but that the Indiana had l>ecome enraged and were determined to kill the 
emigrants; that they were gathering for this purpose from all quarters. 

The Indians were frequently pafj^mg and repassing our house. They said I need 
not be afraid; they were friendly to me and would not l^urt nie, but that they would 
kUl the emigrants. This firing and people passing to and fro continued about a 
week. Several people from Harmony and other places gathered about, and said 
they were trying to stop it I noticed among them John D. Lee. He was at mv 
house two or three times during the week. At length, between sundown and dark 
of the last day, I heard a fire greater than before and more distinct. This is the time 
when the last of them were killed, after they started toward our house. In abont 
an hour s wagon drove up to our house having seventeen children in it, the most of 
tliem cryinfi. One, a girl about a year old, liad been i-hot tlirougli the arm, and 
another girl, about 4 years old, had been wounded in the ear; their clothes were 
bloody. The wagon was driven up to the door by a man named Shurtz or Shirts, a 
son-in-law of John D. Lee. 

John D. Lee seemed to have the distributing of the children. The little girl who 
was shot through the arm could not well be moved. She liad tu o sisters, Rebecca 
and Louisa, one 7 and the other 5, who seemed to be greatly attached to her. I 
persuaded Lee not to separate them, but to let me have all three of them. This he 
finally agreed to and the children stayed with me and I nursed the wounded child 
until it recovered, though it has lost forever the use of its arm. The next day after 
the la?t massacre Lee and the rest started up tl ie rnad v, ith all the rest of the children 
in a wagon, and the Indians scattered off. This is all I know personally on the 
subject. 

Mrs. Hamblin is a simple-miuded person of about 45, and evidently 
looks with the eyes of her husband at everything. She may really 
have been taught by the Mormons to believe it is no great sin to kill 
Gentiles and on joy their property. Of the shooting of the emijorrants, 
which she had herself heard, and knew at the time what was j^-oincr on, 
she seemed to speak without a shudder, or jiny very efrcat feeling; 
but when she told of the 17 orphan children who were brought hy such 
a crowd to her own house of one >iiiull room tliere in the darkness of 
night, two of the children cruelly mangled and the most of them with 
their ]^rents' blood still wet upon their clothes, and all of them shriek- 
ing with terror and grief and anguish, her own mother heart was 
touched. She at least deserves kind consideration for her care and 
nourishment of the three sisters, and for all she did for tlie littlo ^irl 

about 1 year old who had been shot through one of her arms, below 
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the elbow, by a large ball, breaking botb bones and cutting the arm 
half off." 

A Snake Indian boy called Albert Hamblin, but who<o Indian name 
was a word which mount hungry," who \s now about iT or 18 3 ears 
of asre. says that Mr. Jacob Hamblin bought him beyond where Camp 
Floyd id located, and that he has lived with Mr. Hamblin about six 
years here and about three years up north. He was sent by Mr. 
£DEimblin to my camp at Mountain Meadows on the 20th dav of May, 
1859, and in speaking of the massacre at this place related what fol- 
lows in very good English: 

In the first part of Septan ^>er, a year and a half ago, I wa«atMr. Haml)lin'8 ranch. 4 
miles from here. My buaiuess was to herd sheep. I saw a train come along the road 
and pass down thia way. It was near sundown. I drove the eheep home and went 
after wood, when I saw the train encamp at this qiring from a lugh point' of land 

where I was cutting wood. 

When the train passed me I 8a\y a good many women and children. It was night 
when I got home. Another Indian boy named John, who lives at the Vegas and 
talked some Enfrlisli, \v;^« with me. He lived with a man named S^arn Knifrht, at Santa 
Clara. After the iruiu iiad been camped at this spring three nights, the fuutth da\' 
in tiie morning, just t)efore light, w lien we were all abed at the house, I was wakeil 
np hy hearinfr a {jood many priin? tiTe<l. I conlfl hear guns fired every little while all 
day until it was dark. Then I did not know what had been done. i)urin|f the day, 
as we— John and I — eat on a hill herding sheep, we saw the Indians drivmg off all 
the ?tnrk and shoot fome of the eatrle; at the 8ame time we could see shooting' 
going on down around the train; emii^rants shooting at the Indians from the corral 
of wagons, and Indians shooting at them from the tope of the hills all around. In 
this way they fought on for About a week. 

I asked an Indian what he was killing those people for. Ue was mad, and told 
me unless I kept "ray month shut" he woida km me. Three men eame down 
from Cedar City to our house while the fighting was going on. They said tliey ( ame 
after cattle. Other men parsed to and fro from Santa Clara to our houf^e during the 
nights. The three men from Cedar City staye<l about the house a while "pitcliing 
horseshoe quoits" while the fighting was on, when thev afterwards went back to 
CeHar City. Duflley Leavitt rame tip from Santa Clara m the nieht while the emi- 
grants were canipeil here; Init he did not see them. He went ou to Cedar City to 
hay flour. When he got to the hou.<« we told him the emigrants were fighting here. 
One afternoon, noar ni^ht. aft* r they hud fought nearly a week, John and I saw the 
women and children and some men leave the wagons and go up the road toward our 
Ikonse. There were no Indians with them. 

John and I eould .'^ee wln re the Indians wen- lri<l in tlu- (mk hushes and sage right 
by the side of the road a mile or more on their route: and 1 said to John, 1 would 
like to know what the emigrants left their wagons tor, as thev were going into "a 
worse fix than ever they saw." The women were on ahead with the children. The 
men were Vjehind. Altogether 'twas a big crowd. Soon as they|K>t to the place 
where the Indians were hid in the bushes each side of the road the Indians pitched 
right out onto them and commenced shooting them with gun^ and bows and arrows, 
and cut some of the men's throats with knives. The men run in every direction, 
the Indiansafter iheui, and yelling and whooping. Soon as the women and children 
saw the Indians spring oat of the Dushes they all cried out so loud John and I heard 
thetn. 

The women 8caltcrt;d and tried to hide in the bushes, but the Indians shot them 
down; two girls ran up the slope toward the east about a quarter of a mile; John 
and I ran down and triid t<> .•^ave them; the udrls hid in some bushes. A man, who 
is an Indian iloetor, also told the Indians nut to kill them. The girls then eame out 
and hwng around him for protection, he trying to keep the Indians away. The girls 
were crying out lourl. Thr Tndians came n|> aiul seized the ^drl>» by their hands and 
their dresses and pulled and pushed them away from the doctor ancl then shot them. 
Bv this time it was dark, and the other Indians down by the road had got nearly 
th'tou^di killing' all the <.thers. They were about half an hour killing the people 
from the time they first sprang out upon them from the bushes. 

Some time in the night TuUis and the Indians brought some of the children in a 
wagon up to the house. The children cried nearly all liight. One little one, a I taTiy, 
just commencinjr *o walk around, was shot throutrh the arm. One of the girls had 
been hit through the ear. Many of the children s clothes were bloody. The next 



. ij i^cd by Google 



ICOUNTAIN MEADOW ICABBACRB. 



7 



morning we kept three children and the rest were taken to Cedar City; also the 
next morning the train of wagons went up to Cedar Citv with all the froods. The 
Indians got all the flour. Some of it I saw buried this side of Pinto Creek. There 
were two yoke of cattle to each wagon &s they passed tip. The rest of the stock 
had been killed, to be eaten by the Indians, while the tight was going on, except 
some which were driven over the mountains this way and that. 

The Indians strippt I n:iked the dead btxiies; that is, all the men; Bome of the 
women had their underclothes left. There were a good many men who came over 
from Pinto Creek *'and about" and Btayed around the house while the fight went on. 
I saw John D. I^ee there about the house during that time^ — he lives in Harinony — 
and Richard Robinson, Prime Coleman, Amos Thornton, Brother Dickinson, who 
all live at Pinto Creek. Thornton I saw at the house. When Either (Jacob Hamblin ) 
came back, I came down with him onto the ground. Tha bodies were all buried 
then, so we could not see any. There were plenty of wolves around. The two <rirls 
had been buried also, and I did show them to lather. The Indians buried the bodies, 
taking spades from the wagons. The people from Cedar Citv came down three days 
after the massacre, >>ut the Indians had buried all the 'xMliee "before they came. This 
is all I know about it. 

This Albert Hamblin is nearly a grown man in point of size, and 
from appeanuice and bearing has evidently had eriL'^rnft i t upon his 
native viciou^ness all the bad traits of the community in which he 
lives. Two of the children are said to have pointed him out to Dr. 
^orney as an Indian whom they saw kill their two sisters. 

His story is artfully made up; evidently part truth and part false- 
hood. Leavitt could not have passed up rrom ^'the fort'' to Cedar 
Cit}' without knowing" where the emigrants were besieged, as the road 
runs near the spring where their corral wa.s, and lietwecn it and sonje 
hills occupied by the Mormons and Indians. That Albei t staid upon 
a neighborhood hill '''herding sheep'" day after day while the tight 
lasted, and then went up to the house of nights to ^o to sleep, can not 
be true. That Mormons were passing and repassing upon the road, 
day and night, and did not know what was going on is simply absurd 
to one conversant with the surroundings of the place. 

In'thts Indian's statement that some of the Mormons at the bouse 
were '"pitching horseshoe quoits," a glance is jjiven ut the heiidish 
levity with which the umrdering, diay by day, of thi-; artfully entrap^jed 
party of gentile men, women, and children wa.^ regarded. Ihis 
pitching of "horseshoe quoits" was during the time when dropping 
shots from the Indians and the other Mormons concealed around the 
springs and behind the crest of hills kept back the perishing emi«j: rants 
from water. There was time enough for some to go up to Hamblin^s 
house for refreshments. No danger of the emigrants getting away. 
It was all safe in that quartt^r, ''There is time enough for us to ha\ e 
a cjuiet game of quoits. The other boys will take care of matters 
down there." 

The general will hardly fail to observe the discrepancy between 
Hamblin's statement and that of Albeit in relation to the burial of the 

two girls and in relation to the burial of the bodies of the others who 
had Seen murdered. Hamblin says the people from Cedar City buried 
them; Albert that the Indians dic[ it. takiner .spades from the wairons, 
not a likely thing for bona tide Indians to do. My own opinion is that 
the remains were not buried at all until after they had been disuiem- 
bered by the wolves and the flesh stripped from the bones, and then 
only such bones were buried as lay scattered along nearest the road. 

Albert had evidently been trained in his statement. He gave much 
of it after cross-([uestioning, keeping always the Mormons in the back- 
ground and the Indians conspicuously the prominent figures and actors, 
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as Ilamblin and his wife had endeavored to do. It was not until I told 
him that Ilamhliii and his witVbad informed methat John D. Lee and 
other Moi inons were there and bad asked him how it was possible he 
had not seen them, that he recollected ai>out "Brother" Loe and 
''Brothers" Prime Coleman, Amos Thornton, Richard liobiuson, and 

Brother" Dfckinsoii from nato Creek. He too had fallen into the 
general custom of th« people and called every man brother.'' 

I questioned other Mormons in relation to the massacre, but many 
of them said they had moved from the northern part of the Territory 
since it took place; othei-s, that they were harvesting* at Parowan, 
Cedar, and at "the Fort," and knew nothing of it until it was all 
over. Even ''Brother" Prime Coleman told me he was harvesting 
near Parowan just before that time with lii other Benjamin ISell, but 
when the massacre took place he was down on the Muddy Hirer with 
Brother Ira Hatch to keep down disturbances there among the Indians. 
(The Muddy is 163 miles from Parowan, on the road to California; he 
had to pass Mountain Meadows to go there.) He said that as he and 
Hatch were comin<r back they saw m the sand the tracks of three men 
who wore line boots. This was at the IVavoj- Dams (between Moun- 
tain Meadows and the Muddy and Tx) miles from the Meadows). • 

He and Hatch were frightened at this sign, were airaid of robbers, 
and did not stop, even for water, until tiiey reached the Santa Clara, 
20 miles off. At Pine Yalley, near Mountain Meadows, they first 
heard of the massacre. There is no doubt but that all three of these 
men were active participants in the butchering at the Meadows. The 
foregoing is the Mormon story of the mtissacrc. As it took place on 
Hamblin's ranch and within hearing of his family, it was impossible 
for them to be **out harvesting" or *'up north" or "down on the 
Muddy." He himself had gone to Salt Lake City. At least, he says 
so; but even this, I think, needs proof. Some account had to be made 
up, and the one most likely to be believed was that the whole m&tter 
had been started by the Indians and carried out by them, because the 
emigrants had i)oisoned a spring near Fillmore City. Mr. Rodgers, 
United States cieputy marshal, who accompanied Judge Cradlebaugh 
in his tour to tlic south, told me the water of the spring referred to 
runs with such volume and force "a barrel of arsenic would not 
poison it." 

While the Mormons say the Indians were the murderers, they speak 
with no sympathy of the sufferers, but rather in extenuation ox the 
crime by saying the emigrants were not fit to live; that besides poi- 
soning the spring ''they were impudent to the people on the road, 
robbed tlioir henroosts and gardens, and were insulting to the church; 
called their oxen ' Hri<rham Young,' 'Hober Kimball,' etc., and alto- 
gether were a rough, ugly set that oue"ht to have been killed any way." 

But there is another side to this storv. It is said that some two 
years since Bishop Pearley Pratt was sliot in the Cherokee JNation 
near Arkansas by the husl^nd of a woman who had run off with that 
saintly prelate. * The Mormons swore vengeance on the people of 
Arkansas, one of whom was this injured husband. The wife came on 
to Salt Lake City after the bishop was killed and still lives there. 

About this time, also, the Mormon troubles with the United States 
commenced, and the most bitter hostility against the Gentiles became 
rife throughout Utah among all the Latter-Day Saints. It will be 
recollected that even while these emigrants were pursuing their jour- 
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ney overland to Oalifornia Colonel Alexander was following upon 
their trace with two or more regiments of tioops ordered to Utah to 
assist, if necessary, in seeing the laws of the land properly enforced in 
that Territory. 

This train was luirUtubtedly a very rich one. It is said the emigrants* 
had nearly nine huodred head of tine cattle, many horses and mules, 
and one stallion valued at $2,000; that they had a' great deal of ready 
money besides. All this the Mormons at Salt Lake Citv saw as the^ 
train oame on. The Mormons knew the troops were marcning to their 
country, and a spirit of intense hatred of the Americans and toward 
our Government was kindled in the hearts of this whole people by 
Brigham Young, Orson Hyde, and other leaders, even from the 
pulpits. 

Here, opportunely, was a rich train of emigrants — American Gen- 
tiles — ^that 18, the most obnoxious kind of Gentiles— and not only that, 
but these Gtentiles were from Arkansas, where the samtlv Pratt had 
ined his crown of martyrdom. Is not here some thread which may 
seized as a clew to this mystery so long hidden as to whether or not 
the Mormons were accomplices in the massacre? This train of 
Arkansas Gentiles was doomed from the dav it crossed throiioh the 
South Pass and had gotten fairly down into the meshes of the Mormon 
spider neL from which it was never to become disentangled. 

Judge Cradlebaugh informed me that about this time Brigham 
Young, preaching in the tabernacle and speaking of the trouble with 
the United States, said that up to that moment he had y)iotected emi- 
t^^rant-^ who had passed through the Tei ritorv, but now he would turn 
the Indians loose upon them. It is a sintrular point wortliy of note 
that this sermon should have been preached just as the rich train had 
gotten into the valley and was now fairly entrapped; a sermon good, 
coming from him, as a letter of marque to these land pirates who listened 
to him as to an oracle. The hint thus shrewdly given was not long in 
beinff acted upon. 

From that moment these enii<i'rants, as they journeyed southwai'd, 
were considered the authorized, if not ieo-al, prey of the inhabitants. 
All kinds of depredations and extortions were pmctlced upon them. 
At Parowan they took some wheat to the mill to be ground. The • 
miller went to ask the bishop if he might grind this grain for the 
damned Gentiles. The bishop replied, ''Yes, but do you take double 
toll." This shows the spirit witn which they were treated. These 
things are now leaking out; some of those wlio were then Afornions 
have renounced their creed, and throuoh (hem niueh is learned which, 
taken in connection with the facts that are known, serves to develop the 
truth. It is said to be a truth that Brigham Young sent letters south, 
authorizing, if not commanding, that the train should be destroyed. 
AFah-Ute chief, of the Santo Clara ^md, named 'STackson." who 
\ was one of the attockino; party, and had a brother slain by the emi- 
grants from their corral by the sprincr. sa,ys that orders csmie down in 
a letter from Brigham Yt)ung that the emicfrants were to be killed; 
\ and a chief of the Pah-Utes named Touche, now living on the Virgin 
^River, told me that a letter from Brigham Young to the same effect 
was brought down to the Virgin River baud by a man named Hunt- 
ingdon, who, I learn, is an Indian interpreter and lives at present at 
{ Wit Lake City. 

Jackson says there were 60 Mormons led by Bishop John D. Iiee, 
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of Harmony, and a prominent man in the church named Haight, who 
lives at Cedar City. That they were all painted and diaguised as 
Indians. 

That this painting and disjruisinj^ was done at a springf in a canyon 
about a mile northeast, of the spring where the emigrants were 
encamped, and that Lee and Haignt led and directed the combined 
force of Mormons and Indians in the first attack, throughout the siege, 
and at the last massacre. The Santa Clara Indians say that the emi- 
grants could not get to the water, as the besiegers lay around the 
sprinjif ready to shoot anyone who approached it. This could easily 
have been done. Major Prince, paymaster, U. 8. A., and Lieutenant 
Ogle, First Drfifroons. on the 17th instant, Mood at the ditch which 
was in the conui and pii^ced some men at the 8priii|^ 28 yards distant, 
and they could just see the men's heads, both parties standing erect. 
This shows how vital a point the assailants occupied; how dose it was 
to the assailed, and how well protected it was from a fire coming from 
the dirpction of the corral. 

The following' acrnimt of the ali'air is, 1 think, susceptible oi letral 
proof by those w hor^e names are known, and who. I am a-sMired, are 
willing to make oath to many of the facts wiiicii bci ve as links in the 
chain of eyidence leading toward the truth of this grave question: By 
whom were these 120 men, women, and children murdered? 

It was currently reported among the Mormons at Cedar City, in talking among 

theiusi'lve?, before the troops ever came down south (when all felt secure of arrest 
or prosecution ), and nobody seemed to question the truth oi it — that a train of emi- 
grants of Hfty or upward of men — ^mostly with familes— came and encamped at this 
spring at Mountain Meadows in September, 1857. It was reported in Cedar City, 
and was not, and is not doubted — even by the Mormons — that John D. Lee, Isaac C. 
Ilai'jht, John M. Higby (the lirst resides at Harmony, the last two at Cedar City), 
wen- the leaders who or^ranized a party of fifty or sixty Mormons to attack this tnun. 

Tlu-y had also all the In<Han« whicn they could collect at Cedar City, Harmony, 
and Washington City to lu lp them, a good many in number. This party then came 
down, and at first the Indians were ordered to stampede the cattle and drive them 
away from the train. Tliey then commenced firing on flie enii<:rants: tliis firing was 
^returned by the emigrants; one Indian was killed, a brother oi the chief of the Santa 
Clara Indians, another shot through the leg, who is now a cripple at Cedar City. 
There were without doulit a great many nioi-e killed and wontidcd. It was said the 
Mormons were painted and disguised as Indians. The Mormons say the emigrants 
fonght "like lions" and that they saw they could not whip them by any fair Dghting. 

After some days fighting the Mormons had a council among themselves to arrange 
a plan to destroy the emigrants. They concluded, finally, that they would send 
some few down and pretend to be friends and try and get the emigrants to surrender. 
John D. Leo and three or four others, headmen, from Washington, Cedar, and 
Parowan (Haiirht, and Higby from Cedar), had their paint washed off and, dressing 
in their usual dre^s, took their wagons and drove down toward tlie emigrant's corral 
as if they were jus^t traveling on the road on their ordinary business. Tlie emigrants 
sent out a little ^^irl toward them, ^he was dressed in white and had a white hand- 
kerchief in her hand, which she waved in token oi peace. The Mormons with the 
wagons waved one in reply, and then moved on to the corral. The emigrants th^ 
came out — no Indians or others being in sight at this time— ^and talked with tl^ese 
leading Mormons with the three wagons. 

They talked with the emigrants an hour or an hour and a half, and told them that 
the I ni Hans were hostile, and that if they jrave np their arms it would show that 
they did not want to fight; and if they, tlie emigrants, would do this they would 
pilot them back to the settlements. The emigrants had horses which had remained 
near their wagons; the loose stock, mostly cattle, had been driven off — not the 
horses. Finally the emigranta agreeil to these terras and delivered up their arms to 
the Mormons with whom they had counseled. The women and children then 
started back toward Hamblin's house, the men following with a few wagons tha ♦ 
they had hitched up. On arriving at the Scrub Oaks. etc.. where the other Mormoi • 
and the Indians lay concealed, Uigby, who had lieen one of those who iiad iuveigl 
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the emigrantB from theii'deieiiees, himflelf gave the signal to fire, when a volley was 
poured in from each' aide, and the hatchery commoiced and vaa oontinoed until it 

was consummated. 

Tlie property was brought to Cedar Citv and sold at public auction- It was called 
in Cedar City, and is so called now by the facetious Mormons, " property taken at 
the si^e of Sebastopol." Tfie cl<»thinir strip} led from the corpsea, bloody and with 
bits of nesh in it, shredded by the bullets from the persons of the poor creatureb who 
wore it, was placed in the cellar of the tithing ofhce (an official building), where 
it lay about three weeks, when it wa>i brought away by some oi the party; but wit- 
nesses do not know whether it was sold or given away. It is said the cellar smells 
of it even to this day. 

It is reported that John D. Le(\ TT;ii<rht, and Philip Smith (the latter lives in Cedar 
Cityj went to bait Lake City immediately after the ma^ssacre and counseled with 
Bngnam Young about what should be done with the property. They took with 
them the ready money they ^ot from the murdered emigrants and offered it to Young. 
He said he would have nothing to do with it. He told them to divide the cows and 
cattle among the poor. They had taken some of the cattle to Salt T^ake City when 
they went up, ana after the talk with Brigham they sold these to the merchants 
there l ee told Brigham that tb*^ Trnlians would liot V>e satisfied if they did not 
have H t-harc of the cattle. Brigham Icit it to Lee to make tlie diijtribution. One or 
two of the Mormqjis did not like it that Lee ha^l this authority, a.s they say he , 
swindled them out of their share. Lee was the smartest man of the lot. 

The wagons, carriages, and rifles, etc., were distribute*! among the Mormons. Lee 
has a carnage reportol to he <me of them. The Indians have out lew of the rifles. 

Much of this seezDB to be corroborated by a man named Whitelock, 
a dentist, now at Camp Floyd. Whitelock says he was told by a 

Mormon, who acknowledged that he was present at the nia.ssacre, out 
"who is now in California, '*that orders to destroy the emigrants first 
came from * above'" (Salt Lake (^ity). and that a party of armed men 
under the command of a iiiun named John D. Leo, who was then a 
bishop in the church, but who has since (as Brigiiam Young says) been 
deposed, left the settlements of Beaver City (north of Parowan), 
Farowan City, and Cedar City on what was called **a secret expedi- 
tion," and after an absence of a few days returned, bringing back 
strange waofons, cattle, horses, mules, and also household property. 

There is lefrfil pr(wf ibsit this property was sold at the omcial tithing 
oih< o of the chureii. Whit^ loek says that thi> man could not report 
the detail of the massacre w ithout tears and trembling. He said he was 
so horrified at these atrocities he fied awa}' from L^tah to California. 
The man said he saw children clinging around the knees of the mur- 
derers, begging for mercy and offering themselves as slaves for life 
could they be spared. But their throats were cut from ear to ear as 
an answer to tlieir appeal. 

There are now waiion<, eariiages, and cattle in possession of the 
Mormons which can l)e sworn to. it is said, as having belonged to these 
emigrants by those who saw them upon the plains. 

Two hundred and forty-eight head of cattle were sold on the Jordan 
River after the arrival of the Army to United States commissaries by 
Mormons, and it is said that they can be traced as having come through 
the hands of Lee and Hooper, who was Mormon secretary of state, 
and were without doubt the cattle taken from the emigrants. The 
Indians are sup{)()sod to have gotten but few of the arms. OtluMs are 
seen in the hands of the Moriiions wliich are believed to have been 
captured at the time of the massacre. The Fah-Ute Indians on the 
Muddy River said to me that they know the Mormons had charged 
them with the massacre of the emigmnts, but, said they, *' Where are 
the wagons, tlie cattle, the clothing, the rifles, and other property 
belonging to the train? We have not got them or had them. No; 
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you find all thp«o thinos in the hauds of the Mormons." There is some 
logical reasoning; in that, creditable at least to the obscure miudd of 
oiisemble savages, whatever be the truth. 

But there is not the shadow of a doubt that the emiffrants were 
butchered by the Mormons themselves, assisted doubtless bj the 
Indians* The idea of letting the emigntnts come on to an ol)scure 

?[uarter of the Territor3% amid the fastnesses of the mountains, with a 
ormidflble desert extending from that point to California, over which 
a stranger to the country could not possiblv, without sustenance, 
escape with his lifej to a point where the Indians were numerous 
enough to lend assistance, and who could plausibly be charged with 
the crime in case, in the future, any people shoulil give trouble by 
asking ugly questions on the subject, exnibits consideration as to future 
contingencies of which these miserable Indians, at least, are entirely 
incapaole. 

Besides, " fifty men that would do to tie to" in a tit^ht, all well armed 
and all expert in the use of the riiio, could have whipped ten times 
their number of P^h-Ute Indians armed only with the bow and arrow. 
Hamblin himself, their agent, informed me that to his certain knowl> 
edge in 1855 there were but three guns in the whole tribe. I doubt 
if they had many more in 1857. Tne emifrrants were to be destroyed 
witli as little loss to the Mormons as possible, and no ono old enoug^b 
to tell the tale was to be left alive. To effect this the whole plan and 
operations, from beginning to end, display skill, patience, pertinacity, 
and forecast, which no people here at that time were equal to except 
the Mormons themselves. Hamblin says three men escaped. They 
were doubtless herding when the attack was made, or crept out of the 
corral by night. 

TIh' fate of one of these he had never learned. He must have been 
murdered otf the road or perished of hunyer and thirst in the moun- 
tains. At all events he never went through to California or he would 
have been heard from. One got as far as &e Muddy River, ninety-odd 
miles from the Mountain Meadows. There the Indians cut his throat 
The other got as far as Los Vegas, 45 miles still farther toward Cali- 
fornia, where he arrived totally naked, some Indians having stripped 
him of his clothes. Hamblin said aii acquaintance of his coming from 
that wav had seen bv marks iti the sand where the Indians had thrown 
him down and where there had been struggling when he was stripped. 
The Los Ve^s Indians cut his throat likewise. The Mormons had a 
fort at Los Vegas, now abandoned, but which was occupied at that 
time. 

Here is something which seems to point toward the "Tracks in the 
sand of three men who wore fine boots" which brothers Ira Hatch 
and Prima Coh inan saw at tlie Beaver Dams, and at which they 
became so frightened thev did not stop to get water, although there 
was none other within 20 miles. During this ''Siege of Sebastapol," 
or after the final massacre, it was doubtless discovered that the three 
emigrants had escaped, and brothers Hatch and Coleman, perhaps two 
Mormons named \ oung, were sent in pursuit to cut them off on the 
desert or to get the Indians to do it. Hatch talks Pah-Ute like a 
native, and is now an inter])ret('r of tlieir language whenever needed. 
One of the Youngs, who now lives at Cotton Farm. ne;ir the conflu- 
ence of the Virgin and Sautu Clara, tells this story ol the cmigruuLs 
murdered on the Muddy. 
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He and his brother, each od horseback and leadioff a third horsd» 

were traveling from California, as he says, to Utah. Just before 
they arrived at Muddy River they met one of the emigrants on 
foot. He had been wounded; was unarmed and without provisions 
or water. It was at daybreak. He had traveled already nearlj 100 
milea from the Mountain Meadows. He seemed to be terror stricken. 
His mind was wandering. He talked incoherently about the mas- 
sacre and of his purposee. Under the awful scenes he had wit- 
nessed, the pain of his wound, and the privations he had endured 
his senses had given away. They told him of the lon^ deserts ahead 
of which, if he pursued his way, he would certainh' perish. They per- 
suaded him to return with them; mount<?d him on their lead horse, and 
so came on to the Muddy, where they stopped to prepare breakfast. 
One of the Youngs laid his coat, containing in its pocket $300, all Llicir 
money, on a bush, and commenced frying some cakes at a fire which 
had been kindled. 

The Indians gathered around in great numbers. The chief would 
seize the cakes from the pan as fast as they wore done, and eat them. 
At last one of the Yonno\s struck the chief with a knife, whereu]H)n all 
the Indians rose to kill the three men. Youno- says he and his brother 
drew their revolvers, and holding them on the Indians, kept theqi at 
a distance until they got to their horses, had mounted, and were out 
of arrow shot. They then looked back for the emigrant who had 
seemed, as he sat abstracted by the fire, hardlv to comprehend what 
was fr<^ir!fr He had not left the spot where he sat. Three or four 
Indians had him down and were cutting his throat. They, themselves, 
then made off, leaving coat, money, and all their provisions. 

This is their story, but the truth doubtless was the Youngs, Hatch 
and Coleman, had followed up the man; had found him bejfond the 
Muddy, brought him back, and then set the Indians upon hun. The 
fate of these uiree men seems to close the si enes of this terrible tragedy 
on all the grown people of that fine train which was seen journeying 
prosperously forward at O'Fallons Bluffs on the lltb of the preced- 
ing June. There were doubtless atrocious episodes connected with the 
massacre of the women which will never be known. Mr. Rodgers, the 
deputy marshal, told me that Bishop John D. Lee is said to have taken 
a beautiful young ladv away to a secluded spot. There she implored 
him for more than life. She, too, was found dead. Her throat had 
heen cut from ear to ear. 

The little children whom we left this John D. Lee distribntinfr at 
Hamblin's house after that sad nif,»-ht have at length been gathered 
together and are now either at Indian Farm, 12 miles south of Fillmore 
City, or at Salt Lake City in the custody of Dr. Forney, United States 
Indian agent They are 17 in number. Sixteen of these were seen by 
Judge Cradlebaugli', LieutrMiant Kearney, and others, and gave the fol- 
lowing information in relation to their personal identity, etc. The 
children were varying from 3 to 9 years of age, 10 girlQ^ 6 boys, and 
were questioned separately. 

The first is a boy named Calvin, between 7 and 8; does not remember 
his surname; says he was by his mother when she was killed, and 
puUed the arrows from her hack until she was dead; savs he had two 
brothers older than himself, named Henry and James, and three sisters, 
Nancy, Mary, and Martha. 

Tho second is a girl, who docs not remember her name. The others 
say it is Dcmurr. 
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The third is a boy named Ambrose Miriam Tagit; says he had two 
brothers older than himself and one younger. His father, mother^ 

and two elder brothers were killed, his younger brother was brought 
to Cedar City; siiys he ]!^•^d in Johnson County, but does not know 
in what State; says it took one week to go from where he lived to his 
grandfather's and grandmother's, who are still living in the States. 

The fourth is a girl obtained of John Morris, a Mormon, at Cedar 
City. She does not recollect anything about herself. 

Fifth. A boy obtained of E. H. Grove says that the girl obtained 
of Morris is named Mary and is his sister. 

The sixth is a o-iH who savs her name is Prudence Angelina. Hnd 
two brothers, Jessee and Jonn, who were killed. Her father's name 
was William and she had an uncle Jessee. 

The seventh is a girl. She says her name is Francis Harris, or Horne, 
remembers nothing of her family* 

The eighth is a young boy; too young to remember anything about 
himself. 

The ninth is a boy who says his naine is William W. ITuft*. 

Then tenth is a boy who says his name is Charles Fiuncher. 

The eleventh is a ^irl who says her name is Sophronia Huff. 

The twelfth is a girl who says her name is Betsey. 

The thirteenth, fourteenth, and fifteenth are three sisters named 
Re))ecca, Louisa, and Sai*ah Dunlap. These three sisters were the 
children obtained of .Jacob Hamblin. 

I have no note of the sixteenth. 

The seventeenth is a hay who was but six weeks old at the time of the 
massacre. Hanil)lin\s wife brought him to my camp on the 19th 
instant. The next day they took him on to Salt Lake City to give 
him up to Dr. Forney. He is a pretty little boy, and hardly dreamed 
he had again slept upon the ground where his parents had been 
murdered. 

Thp'^e children, it is said, could not be induced to make any develop- 
ments while they remained with the Mormons, from fear, no doubt, 
haviruj;- been intimidated by threats. Dr. Forney, it is said, came south- 
ward ior them under the impression that he would iind them in the 
hands of the Indians. The Mormons say the children were in the hands 
of the Indians and were purchased by themselves for rifles, blankets^ 
etc., but the children say they have never lived with the IncUans at alL 
The Mormons claimed of Dr. Forney sums of money, varying from 
$•200 to $400, for attending them when sick, for feeding and clothing 
them, and for nourishing the infants from the time when they assumed 
to have purchaAjed them from the Indians. 

Murderers of the parents and despoilers of their property, these 
Mormons — ^rather these relentless, incarnate fiends— dared even to 
come forward and claim payment for having kept these little ones 
barely alive; these helpless orphans whom thej' themselves had already 
robbed of their natural protectors and support. Has there ever been 
an act wliich at all eoualed this in devilisn hardihood, in more than 
devilish etl'rontery ? Never, but one; and even then the price was but 
** SO pieces of silver." 

On my arrival at Mountain Meadows, the I6th instanL I encamped 
near the spring where the emigrants had encamped, ana where tnev 
had intrenched themselves after thejr were first fired upon. The ditch 
they there dug is not yet filled up. 
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The Mine day Gapt Reu])on P. Campbell, United States Second 

Dragoons, with a command of threo companies of troopj^. came from 
his camp on the Santa Clara and curnmpod there also. Judge Cradle- 
baugh and Dei)uty Marshal Kodui is hud come down from Provo with 
Captain Campbell, and had been inquiring into the circumstances of 
the massacre. The judge can not receive too much praise for the 
resolute and thorough manner with which he pursues his investigation. 

On his way down past this spot, and beiore my arriyal, Captain 
Campbell ha^ caused to be collected and buried uie bones of 26 of 
the victims. Dr. Brewer informed me tb;it the T-f^malns of 18 were 
buried in one grave, 12 in another, and 6 in another. , 

On the l20th instant I took a wagon and a party of men and made a 
thorough search for others amongst the sage bushes for at least a mile 
back ^om the road that leads to Hamblin^ house. Hamblin himself 
showed Sergeant Fritz of my party a spot on the right- band side of 
the road where he had partially covered up a great many of the bones. 
These were collected, and a large number of others op the left-huid 
side of the road up the slope of the hill, and in the ravines and among 
the bushes. I gathered many of the disjointed bones of 34 persons. 
The number could easily be told by the number of pairs of shoulder 
blades and by lower jaws, skulls, and parts of skulls, etc. 

These, with the remains of 2 others gotten in a ravine to the east of 
the spring, where they had been interr^ at but tittle depth — M in all — 
I buried m a grave on the northern side of the ditch. Around and 
above this grave I caused to be built of loose granite stones, hauled 
from the neigh))oriiig hills, a rude monument, conical in form and 50 
feet in circumference at the base and 12 feet in height. This is sur- 
mounted by a cross hewn from red cedar wooti. From the ground to 
top of cross is 24 feet. On the transverse part of the cross, facing 
toward the north, is an inscription cai*ved deeply in the wood: "Ven- 
geance is mine: I will repay, saith the Ix)rd." And on a rude slab of 
granite set in the earth and leaning against the northern base of the 
monument there are cut the following words: 

Here 120 men, women, and children were maaeacied in oold blood early in Sep- 
tember, 1857. They were from Arkansas. 

I observed that nearly everj skull 1 saw had been shot through with 
rifle or revolver bullets. I did not seo one that had >ifM»n '^broken in 
with stones," Dr. Brewer showed mc oiu , that prob;il»ly of a lc>oy of 
IS, which had been fractured and slit, doubtless by two blows of a 
bowic knife or other instrument of that character. 

I saw several bones of what must have been very small children. 
Dr. Brewer says from what he saw be thinks some infants were 
butchered. The mothers doubtless had these in their arms, and the 
same shot or blow may have deprived both of life. 

The scene of the massacre, even at this late day, was horrible to look 
upon. Woman's hair, in detached locks and in masses, hung to the 
sage bushes and was strewn over the ground in man}^ places. Parts 
of little children's dresses and of female costume dangled from the 
shrubbery or lay scattered about; and among these, here and there, 
on every hand, lor at least a mile in the direction of the road, by 2 
miles east and west, there gleamed, bleached white by the weather, the 
skulls and other bones of those who had suffered. A glance into the 
wagon when all these had been collected revealed a sight which can 
never be forgotten. 
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The idea of the melancholy procession of that groat number of women 
and children, followed nt n rfistnnce bv their husbands and brothers, 
after all their >jutferin^, theii uaU hing", their anxiety and ^rief, for so 
many gloomy days ana dismal nightij at the corral, thus moving slowly 
and sadly up to the point where the Mormons and Indians lay in wait 
to murder uiem; these doomed and unhappy people literally goiiif( to 
their own funeral; the chill shadows of night closing darkly around 
them, sad precursors of the approaehine shndows of a deeper nigfht, 
brings to the mind a picture of human sutfcriug and wretchedness on 
the one hand, and of human treachery and ferocity upon the other, 
, that can not possibly be excelled by any other scene that ever before 
occurred in real life. 

I caused the distance to be measured from point to point on the 
scene of this massacre. From the ditch near the spring to the point 
upon tl e road where the men were attacked and destroyed, and where 
their bones were mostly found, is 1 mile 565 yards. Ilere there is a 
erave where Captain CampbelTs command buried .some of the remains. 
To the next point also marked by a similar gmve made by Captain 
Campbell, ana where the women and children were butchered; a point 
identified from their bones and clothing haying been found near it, it 
is 1 mile 1,135 yards. To the swell across the valley called thi> Rim 
of the Basin, is 1 mile 1,334 yards. . To fiamblin's house, 4 miles 
1,049 yards. 

Maj. Heur^j Prince, United States Army, drew a map of the ground 
about the spring where the entrenchment wa.sdug, and embracmg the 
neiffhborinfi^ hiiu behind which the Mormons had cover. On the crest 
of uiese hills are still traces of some rude little parapets made of loose 
stones and loopholed for rifles. ^larks of bullets ^ot from the corral 
are seen upon these stones. I inclose this map, and also a drawing of 
the valley as it appears lookipL' fiorthwnrd from a point below the 
spring; and another drawing givinj^ a near view of the monument. 
These latter are not so good as I could w ish for, but thev will serve to 
give a tolerably correct idea of what they are intended to represent. 
Thev were made by Mr. Moeller, who has liyed many years among 
the Mormons. 

In pursuing the blood]p thread which runs throughout this picture 
of san ro ilities. the question how this crime, that for hellish atT-oeity 
has no parallel in our history, can be adecjuately punished often comes 
up and seeks in vain lor an answer. .Judtj^e Cradlebaugh says that 
with Mormon juries the attempt to administer justice in this Territory 
is simply a ridiculous farce. He believes the Territory ou^ht at once 
to be put under martial law. This may be the only practicable way 
in which even partial punishment can he meted out to these Latter- 
Day devils. 

6ut how injidoquate would ha the punisluuent of a few, even by 
death, for thia i ime for w hieh nearly the wiiule ^lormon population, 
from Brigbam Young down, were more or less instrumental m perpe- 
trating. There are ^er heinous crimes to be punished besides this. 
Martial law would at best l)e but a temporary expedient. Crime is 
found in the footsteps of the Mormons wherever they go» and so the 
evil must always exist as lonp" as the Mormons themselves. may exist. 
What is their history '( What their antecedents i Perhaps the future 
may be judged by the past. 



. ij i^cd by Google 



MOUNTAIN MEADOW MASSACKE. 



17 



In their infancy as a religious community they settled in Jackson, 
County, Mo. There in a short time, from the crimes and depreda- 
tions they conmiitted, they became intolerable to the inhabitants, 
whose self-preservation compelled them to rise and drive tlie Mor- 
mons out by force of arms. At Nauvoo aj^ain another expo li men t 
was tried with them. The people of Illiiioiti exercised forbeunuKc 
toward them until it literally ceased to lye a virtue." They were 
driven thence as they had been from Missoun, but fortunately this 
time with the loss on their part of those two shallow impostors, but 
arrant miscreants, the brothers Smith. 

The United States took no heed of these wholesome lessons tau|rht 
by Missouri and Illinois. The Mormons were periiiitted to settle tnind 
the fastnesses of the iiocky Mountains, with a desert on each side, and 
upon the great thoroughfare between the two oceans. Over this 
tnoroughfare our citizens have hitherto not been able to travel with- 
out penl to their lives and property, except, forsooth, Brigham Young 
pleased to errant them his permission and give them his protection. 
^'He would turn the Indians loose upon them." 

The expenses of the army in Ttnb, past and to come (fio-nre that), 
the iinissacre at the Mountain Meadows, the unnumbered other eriiiies, 
which have been and will vet be committed by this community, are 
but preliminary gu.>t6 of the whirlwind our Government has reaped 
and 18 yet to reap lor the wind it has sowed in permitting the Mormons 

er to gain footnold within our borders. 

They are an ulcer upon the body politic. An ulcer which it needs 
more than cautery to cure. It must have excision, cc>Tii])let'' and 
thorough extirpation, before we can evei- ho])e for safety or tranqudlity. 
Tins IS no rhetorical phrase made by a iloui i>h of the pen, but is really 
what will prove to be an earnest and stubborn fact. This brotherhood 
may be contemplated hrom any point of view, and but one conclusion 
can be arrived at concerning it. The Xhu^s of India were an inoflen- 
sive, moral, law-abiding people in comparison. 

I have made this a special report, because the information here given, 
however crude, I thought to be of such grave importance it ought to 
be put peiiiiJinently upon reeord ;ind deserved to be kept separate and 
distinct from a report on the ordinary oecurrenees of a march. Some 
of the details might, perhaps, have been omitted. But there has been 
a gre&t and fearful crime perpetrated, and many of the circumstances 
connected with it have long been kept most artfully conceal* (1. 

But few direct rays <'vei\ now shme in ii]>on the subject. So that 
however indistinct and unimportant they may at present appear to be, 
even the faint side lights given by these details may yet lend assist- 
ance in exploring some obscure recess of the matter where the great 
truths, that should be diligently and persistently sought for, may yet 
happily be discovered. 

1 have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient ^vant, 

James Henry Carleton, 
Brevet Major ^ U, j8, A, Oapiam in the First JJragoom* 

Maj. W. W. yUmjJjjy 

Aasktant Adjutmi- General^ TJ* S* A*^ San Franei^^ Gal. 

H. Doc. 605 2 
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